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1. Introduction

No less than 99.9% of the matter in the visible Universe is in the plasma state. The plasma
is a gas in which a certain portion of the particles are ionized, and is considered to be the
“fourth” state of the matter. The Universe is filled with plasma particles ejected from the
upper atmosphere of stars. The stream of plasma is called the stellar wind, which also carries
the intrinsic magnetic field of the stars. Our solar system is filled with solar-wind-plasma
particles. Neutral gases in the upper atmosphere of the Earth are also ionized by a
photoelectric effect due to absorption of energy from sunlight. The number density of plasma
far above the Earth’s ionosphere is very low (~100cm 3 or much less). A typical mean-free
path of solar-wind plasma is about 1AU! (Astronomical Unit: the distance from the Sun to the
Earth). Thus plasma in Geospace can be regarded as collisionless.

Motion of plasma is affected by electromagnetic fields. The change in the motion of plasma
results in an electric current, and the surrounding electromagnetic fields are then modified by
the current. The plasma behaves as a dielectric media. Thus the linear dispersion relation of
electromagnetic waves in plasma is strongly modified from that in vacuum, which is simply
@ = kc where @, k, and c represent angular frequency, wavenumber, and the speed of light,
respectively. This chapter gives an introduction to electromagnetic waves in collisionless
plasma?, because it is important to study electromagnetic waves in plasma for understanding
of electromagnetic environment around the Earth.

Section 2 gives basic equations for electromagnetic waves in collisionless plasma. Then, the
linear dispersion relation of plasma waves is derived. It should be noted that there are many
good textbooks for linear dispersion relation of plasma waves. However, detailed derivation
of the linear dispersion relation is presented only in a few textbooks (e.g., Stix, 1992; Swanson,
2003; 2008). Thus Section 2 aims to revisit the derivation of the linear dispersion relation.
Section 3 discusses excitation of plasma waves, by providing examples on the excitation of
plasma waves based on the linear dispersion analysis.

Section 4 gives summary of this chapter. It is noted that the linear dispersion relation can be
applied for small-amplitude plasma waves only. Large-amplitude plasma waves sometimes
result in nonlinear processes. Nonlinear processes are so complex that it is difficult to provide
their analytical expressions, and computer simulations play important roles in studies of
nonlinear processes, which should be left as a future study.
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312 Wave Propagation

2. Linear dispersion relation

2.1 Basic equations
The starting point is Maxwell’s equations (1-4)

- oB

VxE = —= (1)
. - 10E

VxB = VO]‘F;EI 2)
E = P

V-E e’ (3)

V-B = 0 “)

where E, B, ], and p represent electric field, magnetic field, current density, and charge density,
respectively. Here a useful relation egpg = 1/c? is used where € and i are dielectric constant
and magnetic permeability in vacuum, respectively.

The motion of charged particles is described by the Newton-Lorentz equations (5,6)

dx .

a == vl (5)
dd g /=, - =3

i %<E+v><B>, (6)

where ¥ and ¥ represent the position and velocity of a charged particle with g and m being its
charge and mass. The motion of charged particles is also expressed in terms of microscopic
distribution functions

afﬂaf g (z, ~_3\ of _
o -ﬁ+%(E+va)-a—z_),7O, @)

where f[X,7,t] represents distribution function of plasma particles in a position-velocity phase
space. Equation (7) is called the Vlasov equation or the collisionless Boltzmann equation
(collision terms of the Boltzmann equation in right hand side is neglected). The zeroth
momentum and the first momentum of the distribution function give the charge density and
the current density
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2.2 Derivation of linear dispersion equation

Let us “linearize” the Vlasov equation. That is, we divide physical quantities into an
equilibrium part and a small perturbation part (for the distribution function f = n(fy + f1)
with fp and f; being the equilibrium and the small perturbation parts normalized to unity,
respectively). Then the Vlasov equation (7) becomes

8f1+ 8f1+ (><B> fl —1<E1+z7><1§1> af.

0
ox m o7 (10)
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Here, the electric field has only the perturbed component (Eg = 0) and the multiplication
of small perturbation parts is neglected ( flﬁl — 0 and f; By — 0). Let us evaluate the term

(27 X §0> . % by taking the spatial coordinate relative to the ambient magnetic field and

writing the velocity in terms of its Cartesian coordinate ¥ = [v cos¢, v sing,v||]. Here, 1),
and v, represent velocity components parallel and perpendicular to the ambient magnetic
field, and ¢ = Qt + ¢y represents the phase angle of the gyro-motion where Q. = LB is the

cyclotron angular frequency (with sign included). Then, we obtain

. 3 o 3y
Jdvyx 0V v, v
Yo B B o wBo 1| % 9
(U X BO) === | —oxBy |- 90, 9 =| —uxBy || =75, | =0.
aU 0 Ug U 0 viaavl
9fo 9fo
aUH BUH

This means that the distribution function must not be changed during the gyration of plasma
particles around the ambient magnetic field at an equilibrium state. By using the total
derivative, Eq.(10) can be rewritten as

dfi _ q/z . ~_z\ 90
G = (BrrdxB) g

and the solution to which can be obtained as

S Eora B afo|7
AR =-1 [ (B4 < B ) - gy, an

where [¥/,7'] is an unperturbed trajectory of a particle which passes through the point [%, 7]
when ¢/ =t.

Let us Fourier analyze electromagnetic fields,

Ei(X,t) = Ejexplik-
Bi(X,t) = Bjexplik-

where @ = w + iy is complex frequency and k is wavenumber vector. Then Maxwell’s
equations yield

kxE = &b, (12)
kxBi = —iph—5E (13)
Inserting Eq.(12) into Eq.(13), we obtain
. o a e oon L %
k % (kXEl) = (kEl)k— ‘k| El:_lwﬂ()]l_TEl/
2 2
o e - 2<—> T = - .C -
0 = (R—[F2T) B +E+izpoli, (14)
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— -
where [ represents a unit tensor and @b denotes a tensor such that

. axby axby axb;
ab=| ayby ayb, ayb, | =
azby azby azb;

Ay by
ay by
a, b,

|

By using Eqgs.(9), (11) and (12), the last term in the right hand side of Eq.(14) yields

R TG ot (o ExE\ o = o L3
i —Ho1= —13//700 E;+7 x 5 ~ﬁexp[zk-x’ —iot'|dt'5ds, (15)
_ /¢*n
where I, = 4/ J=- represents the plasma angular frequency. It follows that
L, kxE\ 9f
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Now, let us consider transforming from Lagrangian coordinate along the unperturbed
trajectory [¥’,7,'] to Eulerian coordinate [¥,7,t| in a stationary frame. We define the velocity

as
v, = vy cos[Qe(t—1t)+ ¢o]
v;y = o,sin[Qc(t—t)+¢o] 3,
vz =7

and integrate the velocity in the polar coordinate over time to obtain the position

X x — & {sin[Qc(t — #') + o] — singpp}
Yy = y+ ”Q—Lc{cos[Qc(t—t/)-i-qbo} —cos¢o } }
7 = z—y(t-t)
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Further taking the wavenumber vector ky = k| cos,k, =k sin6,k; = kH’ we obtain

explik- ¥ —i@t] = explik- ¥ — i@t expli(@ — o k) (t—t')]

X exp —ivaL {sin[Qc(t — ') + Ppo — 6] — sin[¢pp — 6] }}

ULkL ] ZJLkL
n Q.

xexpli(l —n)(¢o — 0)] expli(@ — vy k| —nQe)(t = 1)) (17)

explik - X — i@t] Z ]l{

In=—o0
where J,[x] is the Bessel function of the first kind of order n with

expliasiny] = Z Jnlalexpliny].

n=-—oo

Eq.(16) also becomes

k
k k
hy = sin[Qc(t—f/)‘HbO]{(l @ )aaz{j)_ U;gf}
k
he = UHTLCOS[QC(t—t/)+¢O—9]%+(1_ B o0t =) 44y _9}) s

For the time integral in Eq.(15), we use the following relationship,

cos[Qc(t — ') + o]

sin[Qc(t — ') + ¢o] | exp[—ingo]expli(® — o) kj| — nQe) (t — t]at’

/an

n=-—oo 1
fexp[—i(n—1)¢o] , _iexp[—i(n+1)¢o]
—U‘kH—(Tl—l)QC —U‘k‘—(n-i-l)ﬂc
© L) | exploiti—Do] _ expl-i(n+1gn)
n_z—oo _UHkH (n—l)QC w—UHkH (n—l—l)QC
2iexp[—ingy

(IJ—UHkH—nQC
nQ A iexp[—ingy)
ULkL " —UHkH—TlQC
s ex in
N s e S D
iexp|—ingy]
]n[A}(D — ZJHkH — nQC

Here,
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_ vk
A= Q.
cosp — explig] +2e><p[—i4>],
sing — Pl S ieXP[—i(P],
and the following Bessel identities are used,
2n
Jnr1 A+ Tua[A] = 7]?1 (A]
Jn1[A] = Tua[A] = _2];1 [A]
with
L Al == AR +1]) = 3 (el £ Jaa[A]) Aln]

By using Eq.(18), Eq.(15) is rewritten as

— 1— // (Exhyx + Eyhy + Ezhy) exp[zk X —iot'|dt'5d37

[ ok o, 21Ky
UJ_kJ_]”[ ]{( 7) az}L @ av}
s o1k
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I n=—c0 a'UJ_ @ a'Z)H
nQeo ) 210\ 9
: I fO . _ c ﬁ
P g i) (1- 1 ) _
A : 8 = —
x @_U]lkH_nQCeXP[l(l —n) (¢ — 0)]E;9d’3
T
2 | cos¢y nele —<LAu |
-/ ln_z_m ”S“‘"’O Srou | B
Jn MW
Ji[A] . i
XWWP[IU n)(go — 6)]d’7, (19)
where
_ dfo fi
u = ULkH H +(w—kHZ)H)ﬁ,
_ fo , V)| 9
W = ( _nQC) aUH + v, E

www.intechopen.com



Electromagnetic Waves in Plasma 317

and

vy (Exhy + Eyhy + Ezh) vyl vyhy  vyhy
vz (Exhy 4 Eyhy + Ezhz) vy  vhy b

Uy hx T EX
=| vy hy Ey
Uz h E;

Let us assume that distribution functions are gyrotropic, i.e., fo(7) = fo(v)|,v.) (%‘S =0) and

Ox (Exhyx + Eyhy + Ezhz) ] { oxhy  vxhy  Oxhy ] { Ey ]

that the wavenumber vector K is taken in the x — z plane, i.e., 6 = 0. Then, we have

27T oo oo © oo
/d3*:/0 /()/_vadv“va_d4>0:2n/() /_oovj_deva_

and

27

/0 Ji[A]cospoexpli(l —n)poldpy = Zg(fnfl[/\]+]n+l[)‘}):Z%In[)‘}/
27 2 2,

| niAlsingoexpli(t = mygoldgn = 57 Ut Al = Jusa M) = A

[ nnlexplit - muldge = 20)

Thus Eq.(14) can be rewritten as

g 2 Lo
0= (kk—[F2'T) =+ T @h), (20)
where
T Y = 2L
€ ((D,k)El = EK +15V0]1/
s, 7 =4 H%; > 1 3
@k = 1 -‘r; 2 L W/W?ﬂd o, (21)
with
i Qc Qc -
k AU ALY AW
?n - Qc
4%rnwmwu o PN —ivy Ju[A)JHAIW
Qcv
o BINU Ay o AW
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318 Wave Propagation

Here Eq.(20) is called the linear dispersion relation and Eq.(21) is called the plasma dielectric
equation. Note that Z is added in Eq.(21) for treating multi-species (e.g., ions and electrons)

S
plasma (ITps, Qcs, fos)-
There also exists another expression for the plasma dielectric equation,

8f0 HQC 8f0
112 Hav v, Jv
1T I L 0L s 3
;? nzoo/ @ — ko) = nQc Sy @
where
n?Q? , Q. QC
g BN e LR
S QO p .
S —i’j{—Lmn[ AN Rany —wumn[wnw
QC . ’
TR e A A 2[A]

2.3 Linear dispersion relation for waves in Maxwellian plasma

The Maxwellian (or Maxwell-Boltzmann) distribution is usually regarded as a distribution
of particle velocity at an equilibrium state. Plasma or charged particles easily move
along an ambient magnetic field, while they do not move across the ambient magnetic
field. Distributions of particle velocity often show anisotropy in the direction parallel
and perpendicular to the ambient magnetic field. That is, the average drift velocity and
the temperature in the direction parallel to the ambient magnetic field differ from those
in the direction perpendicular to the ambient magnetic field. Thus the following shifted
bi-Maxwellian distribution is used as a velocity distribution at an initial state or an equilibrium
state,

floo) = filo)frlvy)

L) = e | U

I Vany| 2V , (23)
1 2

fi(vy) = exp | — ==
27 P2

where Vj is the drift velocity in the direction parallel to the ambient magnetic field, and
Vi = /T /m and Vi, = /T, /m are the thermal velocities in the direction parallel and
perpendicular to the ambient magnetic field, respectively, with T being temperature of plasma
particles.

When plasma has the Maxwellian velocity distribution (23), we can explicitly perform the
velocity-space integral by using the following properties,
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©  fydey 1,
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where

www.intechopen.com



320 Wave Propagation

w—kHVd—nQC
in =
V2ky vy
_ \/Ekﬂ/u:\/i/\@.
QO v

Here I,[x] is the modified Bessel function of the first kind of order n with the following
properties,

[otmentolar = Jon[ £)u[2):
oo / t 12 , 12 #2
[ ien [ = gew|-5|{n[5]-u 3]}
© L 21 (2 12 2R 2R
/0 B3I [tx] exp {_xz] dx = exp {—E} {ﬁln [E} — Z[n {E} f[n [7} },

and Z[x] is the plasma dispersion function (Fried & Conte, 1961)

© 1
Zolx] = ﬁ 7oot—xdt, (24)
p
ZplCn] = —ﬂ ” il ex —(UH_ )2 do
pion \/E —ooCD—kHUH—I’lQC ZVtZH 1
ch
Zi[gn]) = fvf{1+ [én]},
V2 Vy
2
LD-‘rkHVd—nQC @ —nQ,
Z = 2Vv? +
o t{ g Vi ) 2
We also use the following identity of the modified Bessel function,
o0 o0 n oo
Y nhAl= ), 5 (In1[A] + L [A]) = Y. nlyA]=0
n=—oo n=—oo n=—oo
oo oo 1
Y (ni - = % {0 - 3+ L) f <o
n=-—co n=—oo
Then we obtain
/ ?} Kii Kip Kig
SR — Ko Kpp Koz |, (25)
o) @ kuvu—”ﬂc Kis —Kas Kss

where
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o - (E o S5 (2] S

o i exp{__} {g} w2+n203(1—ﬁ)+<‘f’[—k‘4> EnZolln] b,

n=—o0

with

The linear dispersion relation is obtained by solving the following equation,

2
0 = Det —2( 7 |k\2‘?) 2 ‘?} (26)
Y IBK ) + @ — CZkﬁ Ys HﬁKLz Y TT5Ky 5 4 ¢ (kyk L)
= — L IKy LI K2 + @ — 2 (kf +K7) LI Ko
Yo TI3Ky 3+ 2 (kykL) — Y I5Ka 3 YT Ky 3+ @% — k%

3. Excitation of electromagnetic waves

Eq.(26) tells us what kind of plasma waves grows and damps in arbitrary Maxwellian plasma.
This section gives examples on the excitation of plasma waves based on the linear dispersion
analysis.
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For simplicity, let us assume propagation of plasma waves in the direction parallel to the
ambient magnetic field, i.e., k| = 0. Then, we have I [0] = 1 and I,,.o [0] = 0. These also gives
I'.1[0] = 0.5. Thus we obtain K11 = Ky, K13 = 0%, Kp3 = 0 and Eq.(26) becomes

2
(Zn Kqip + @? —czkz) +ZH2K12 {ZH§K3,3+Q2}_0 (27)
S

The first factor is for transverse waves where k | E. That is, a wave propagates in the z
direction while its electromagnetic fields polarize in the x — y plane. The second factor is
for longitudinal waves where k || E. That is, a wave propagates in the z direction and only
its electric fields polarize in the z direction. The longitudinal waves are also referred to as
compressional waves or sound waves. Especially in the case of k || E, waves are called
“electrostatic” waves because these waves arise from electric charge and are expressed by
the Poisson equation (3).

3.1 Transverse electromagnetic waves
The first factor of Eq.(27) becomes the following equation,

= czkﬁ —@? (28)

sy e (29 e

ZHZ (VL‘L _ ) i V. H c ZO |:(U kHVd Qc
P

s

Vi Vi V2KV V2K Vy

The plasma dispersion function Zy[x] (Fried & Conte, 1961) is approximated for |x| > 1 as

Zo[x] ~ iov/TTexp[—x?] — 1 (1 + L + 414 +- ) (29)

with

o

,  Im[x] > 1/|Re[x]|
, |Im[x]| < 1/|Re[x]]
,  Im[x] < —1/|Rex]|

S
I
N =

Here the argument of the dispersion function x is a complex value.

Let us consider that a phase speed of waves is much faster than velocities of plasma particles.
Then, the argument of the plasma dispersion function becomes a larger number. Here, the
drift velocity of plasma V; is also neglected. Equation (28) is thus rewritten by using Eq.(29)
as

2
I [L]—I[o] 2
a‘n|2 n o ag|a Y
T—hmiln {7} =0ifn #0.

2

3 : n [%]
Ki3=0if n =0, and lim = lim

-0 a—0

a—0 a a—0 2
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(a) Linear scale. (b) Logarithmic scale.

Fig. 1. Linear dispersion relation (frequency w versus wavenumber k) for electromagnetic
waves in plasma. The quantities w and ck are normalized by ITj,.

Vil (@=)

VZ
0—Qc(1— 4 212
V2 V2 w c( VZ) k5 V
} H% < tL >_ tL _ t 14+ il 2+ (30)
S

—czkﬁﬂaz:o

-_a.(1- V1
y2 W c ( V2 ) ~ 2
+ioy/my 113 L L exp | — (@~ O)

P2 2772
< UVE VR 2k vy,

The solutions to above equation are simplified when we assume that the temperature of
plasma approaches to zero, i.e., V| — 0and V;; — 0. Note that this approach is known as the
“cold plasma approximation.” Equation (30) is rewritten by the cold plasma approximation
as

@ @

ngm + Hiim + 7k — @ =0 (31)
Here an electron-ion pair plasma is assumed (Q);; > 0 and Q¢ < 0). The solutions to the
above equation are shown in Figure 1. Note that the imaginary part of the complex frequency
(growth/damping rate) becomes zero in the present case. There exist four dispersion curves.
The dispersion curves for w > 0 are called “L-mode” (left-handed circularly polarized)
waves, while the dispersion curves for w < 0 are called “R-mode” (right-handed circularly
polarized) waves. In the present case, a positive frequency corresponds to the direction of ion
gyro-motion, which is left-handed (counter-clockwise) circularly polarized against magnetic
field lines.
The dispersion curves for the high-frequency R-mode and L-mode waves approach to the
following frequencies as kH —0,
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\/(ch + Qci)2 + 4(H%e + Hi,‘ - chQci) - (ch + Qci)

wR = 2 (32)
\/(ch + Qci)2 + 4(1_[%76 + H?,i - chﬂci) + (ch + Qci)
wp = 2 (33)

which are known as the R-mode and L-mode cut-off frequencies, respectively. The two
high-frequency waves approach to w = ck‘ B i.e., electromagnetic light mode waves as k‘ | — oo
On the other hand, the low-frequency wave approaches to k|| V4 as k|| — 0, and approaches to
() as k| — co. Note that V4 = c();/11,,; is called the Alfven velocity. The R-mode and L-mode
low-frequency waves are called electromagnetic electron and ion cyclotron wave, respectively,
or (electron and ion) whistler mode wave.

The temperature of plasma affects the growth/damping rate in the dispersion relation.
Assuming w >> |y| (where @ = w + i7), the imaginary part of Eq.(30) gives the growth rate y
as

Y~ — (34)

o 2172
28V

Here the higher-order terms are neglected for simplicity. One can find that the growth rate
becomes always negative ¢ < 0 for light mode waves (Jw| > wg ). On the other hand,
becomes positive for electromagnetic electron cyclotron waves (Q¢ < w < 0) with

1% 12
te|| w pe
1= L2 e 35
Oce ( V2 ) Qee (W —Qce)? )

Here ion terms are neglected by assuming |w| > Q); and |w| > IT,,;. This condition is achieved
when Vi, | > Vj,|, which is known as electron temperature anisotropy instability.
As a special case, electromagnetic electron cyclotron waves are also excited if the ion
contribution (the third line in Eq.(34)) becomes larger than the electron contribution (the
second line in Eq.(34)) around |w| ~ Q. The growth rare becomes positive when

2 2
w (Vi) e Qally 36)
Qi Vtzu ’ Qee (W —Q)?
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(a) Electron temperature anisotropy instability (b) Ion temperature anisotropy instability with
with Vie, = Vi, Ty = Ty = Tir, Tlpe = Vil =4V, Ty = Ty = Ter, Hpe =10/, ¢ =
10]Qcel, ¢ = 200V 200V
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(c) Firehose instability with Vi) = 16Vii1,
TiL = TBH = TeL/ Hpg = 10|ch\, c= ZOOVWH

Fig. 2. Linear dispersion relation for electromagnetic instabilities.

Here |w| < |Qc| and |w| < ITp, are assumed. This condition is achieved when Vj;| > V}; |,
which is known as firehose instability.

For electromagnetic ion cyclotron waves (0 < w < (), the growth rare becomes positive
when

2 2
w _(q_ Vil _szﬂe - Qally (37)
Qi VEIL ’ Oce ((U - Qci)z

Here w < [Q¢e| and w < [Ty, are used. This condition is achieved when V,; | > VtiHr which is
known as ion temperature anisotropy instability.

Examples of these electromagnetic linear instabilities are shown in Figure 2, which are
obtained by numerically solving Eq.(28).
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3.2 Longitudinal electrostatic waves
The second factor of Eq.(27) becomes

V2K vy,

By using the similar approach, the above equation is rewritten by using Eq.(29) as

H2 w — HVd
1+ Z
Zszz { V2K vy,

14|

I \Z\Vtzu
1+ 4o

H w — kHVd (C:)—kHVd)z
NG - =0 (39)
"LV Vi, v
For a simple case with V; = 0 and w ~ I, Eq.(39) gives
e+\/n +12HpekHV B,

which is known as the dispersion relation of Langmuir (electron plasma) waves. The
imaginary part in Eq.(39) gives the damping rate as

(41)

2 V2K Vi (@2 + 6k, 2K Ve

o wd w?
ey >Xp{
Vel

This means that the damping of the Langmuir waves becomes largest at k|| ~ ITy¢/ V},||, which
is known as the Landau damping. Note that the second line in Eq.(39) comes from the gradient
in the velocity distribution function, i.e., dfo/dv||. Thus electrostatic waves are known to be
most unstable where the velocity distribution function has the maximum positive gradient.
As an example for the growth of electrostatic waves, let us assume a two-species plasma, and
one species drift against the other species at rest. Then, Eq.(39) becomes

2 2 2172
0-1- ! 1+ Hivay | T 1+7k” 2 @)
(@ — k) Vinn)? (@ — k) Vinn)? @? @?

@ —kV, @~k V)2 18 7 >
JrZ(r\/_ pl w— Ky Var exp 7( ZHZdl) pZ @ exp
KLV Vak vy 2KRV, V3 V2K Vg | 2KV

I " £1]] Il " 2]
By neglecting higher-order terms, the growth rate is obtained as

B w(w =k Vin)?
(w — kHle):;H%JZ + w31_[§1
HpZ w [ w? }

ex
Vil V2K Vg 2KE V|

(43)
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(a) Electron beam-plasma instability with Vj, =
Vi = Via)s Var = 4T, Tlpp = 91151

0 01 0:2;_ LD:S 04 05

e

(b) Electron beam-plasma instability with Vi =
Vit = Via| Vin = 4Tie, Iy = 9112,

Fig. 3. Linear dispersion relation for electrostatic instabilities. The frequency is normalized
by I1}, = IT}; +IT,. Note that these two cases have the same growth rate, but the maximum
growth rate is given at w ~ I.

One can find that the growth rate becomes positive when w — k‘ Vi1 <0, (w— k‘ | Vd1)3H;2 +
w3H;1 < 0, and the second line in Eq.(43) is negative. If Vj; > V}; + Vjp, the growth rate
becomes maximum at w/ kH ~ Vj1 — Vip. It is again noted that the second line in Eq.(43)
comes from derivative of the velocity distribution function with respect to velocity with v =
w/k)|. Electrostatic waves are excited when the velocity distribution function has positive
gradient. This condition is also called the Landau resonance. Since the positive gradient in
the velocity distribution function is due to drifting plasma (or beam), the instability is known
as the beam-plasma instability.

Examples of the beam-plasma instability are shown in Figure 3, which are obtained by
numerically solving Eq.(38).
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3.3 Cyclotron resonance

Since the Newton-Lorentz equation (6) and the Vlasov equation (7) cannot treat the relativism
(such that ¢ > V};), plasma particles cannot interact with electromagnetic light mode waves.
On the other hand, drifting plasma can interact with electromagnetic cyclotron waves when
a velocity of particles is faster than the Alfven speed V4 but is slow enough such that
electrostatic instabilities do not take place.

For isotropic but drifting plasma, Eq.(27) is rewritten as

0=@?— 2K — 12 @ — k) Vae 2 @ — Ky Vai
P o=k Vae = Qe V'@ — k) Vi — Qi

@—k\V, @ —k\ Vi — Qe )?
+i0’ﬁ{ﬂ2 Il dee |:_( [|Vde ce) }

" V2K Vi 264V

(44)
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1T, exp | —
P V2K Vi { 28V

Here higher-order terms are neglected. The imaginary part of the above equation gives the
growth rate as

oy~ — (45)
2 chH%e Qcinii
w J— J—
(W =k Vie = Qee)* (w0 =k Vi — Qpy)?
w—k Vde (a)—kHVde —QCC)Z
X/ 13 174 oxp | —
\/—{ VB Vg 2K, Vi

2 W=k Vai oo | (w =k Vii = Qci)?
Y V2R iy 2V

I "]
In the case of Vj, # 0 and V;;; = 0, ion cyclotron waves have positive growth rate at w ~ Q;
when

2 QT2
w pe cl pi
£ _v,<0, — . 46
ko Qe ~ (w—0)?2 (46)

Here w < |Q¢e| and w < Ty, are assumed. The maximum growth rate is obtained at w ~
k||(Vae — Va).

In the case of Vj, =0 and Vj, # 0, electron cyclotron waves have positive growth rate at
w ~ —Q; when

1—[2 @) .1‘[24
w pe c1 pi
Q>0 — < 47
“ Qe (w =k Vi — Qi) @)

www.intechopen.com



Electromagnetic Waves in Plasma 329

Y m\
Qa :

2 3 4 5§ &8 o2 3 4 5 ¢
ck ck
Ipi i
(a) Ion beam-cyclotron instability with V;; = (b) Electron beam-cyclotron instability with
2VA = 00056, TeH = TL’L = THH = T,-H, Hpg = Vde = ZVA = 00056, T"H = TeL = THH = TiH,
10]Qe |- ITpe = 10]Qce |-

Fig. 4. Linear dispersion relation for beam-cyclotron instabilities.

Here |w| < [Qc| and |w| < Iy, are assumed. The maximum growth rate is obtained at
w ~ kH(le + VA)-

These conditions are called the cyclotron resonance. Note that electron cyclotron waves are
excited by drifting ions while ion cyclotron waves are excited by drifting electrons. These
instabilities are known as the beam-cyclotron instability.

Examples of the beam-cyclotron instability are shown in Figure 4, which are obtained by
numerically solving Eq.(28).

4. Summary

In this chapter, electromagnetic waves in plasma are discussed. The basic equations for
electromagnetic waves and charged particle motions are given, and linear dispersion relations
of waves in plasma are derived. Then excitation of electromagnetic waves in plasma is
discussed by using simplified linear dispersion relations. It is shown that electromagnetic
cyclotron waves are excited when the plasma temperature in the direction perpendicular
to an ambient magnetic field is not equal to the parallel temperature. Electrostatic waves
are excited when a velocity distribution function in the direction parallel to an ambient
magnetic field has positive gradient. Note that the former condition is called the temperature
anisotropy instability. The latter condition is achieved when a high-speed charged-particle
beam propagates along the ambient magnetic field, and is called the beam-plasma instability.
Charged-particle beams can also interact with electromagnetic cyclotron waves, which is
called the beam-cyclotron instability. These linear instabilities take place by free energy
sources existing in velocity space.

It is noted that plasma is highly nonlinear media, and the linear dispersion relation can be
applied for small-amplitude plasma waves only. Large-amplitude plasma waves sometimes
result in nonlinear processes, which are so complex that it is difficult to provide their analytical
expressions. Therefore computer simulations play essential roles in studies of nonlinear
processes. One can refer to textbooks on kinetic plasma simulations (e.g., Birdsall & Langdon,
2004; Hockney & Eastwood, 1988; Omura & Matsumoto, 1994; Buneman, 1994) for further
reading.
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